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I am reticent to write this article because I know that it will
cause immediate backlash and
consternation among some
Brethren. However given the
current state of Freemasonry
in Texas, with a rapidly declining membership that is less
and less influential in civic life,
I must write. As Mencken said,
“Every normal man must be
tempted, at times, to spit on
his hands, hoist the black flag,
and begin slitting throats.”
Texas Freemasons may boast
that every President and VicePresident of the Republic of
Texas was a Brother as were
many heroes of the Alamo
such as Bowie, Crocket, and
Travis, yet as it stands today
we may claim a half-dozen
member of the Texas Legislature, maybe. Immediately I
hear the retort, “You can’t
judge the Craft’s health based
on the number of legislators it

claims as members!” Well, yes,
I can. If we cannot claim a
healthy membership in our
seats of power then we cannot
claim to be a relevant and influential organization. This is
one of many metrics by which
we can judge the health of our
Fraternity.
I have been a Mason for almost
ten years. I love the Fraternity
and because I love it I must
work towards rectifying the
internal issues that have
harmed its chances of succeeding in our post-modern world.
I believe Freemasonry should
not only improve the lives of
its members but also be an
agent of change in wider society. We once founded nations,
now we have a hard time filling our lodge rooms. But I
digress.
Thinking about the state of
Freemasonry in Texas, I draft-

ed a list of ten propositions
that I believe would help shore
up the internal cohesiveness of
the Craft and prevent any further drift into the graveyard of
fraternal orders (i.e. Knights of
Pythias, Elks Lodges, Moose
Lodges, Kiwanis Clubs, Rotary
Clubs, etc.). While drafting this
list I stumbled upon an excellent essay by Andrew Hammer
of Alexandria-Washington
Lodge No 22 entitled Eight
Steps to Excellence.
Hammer’s essay lists eight
ways to enhance the experience in our lodges through the
adoption of the forms of observant Masonry. Some of
Hammer’s propositions are
closely approximated or identical to my own, especially
numbers one, two, four, five,
eight, and ten. In instances
where our proposals are the
same, I will defer to Hammer
and quote extensively from his

Programs & Announcements
Elections last month yielded
the following new slate of officers for 2017-18: WM - Jerry
Hendrick; SW - Heath Morgan;
JW - Justin Robbins; Treasurer
- Finus Branham; Secretary Harrold Loveless; Senior Deacon - Brandon Gould; Junior
Deacon - Adam Crawford; Senior Steward - Luis Ramos; Marshal - John Rosser; Chaplain Dewain Collins.

Installation was held on July 8
at 11AM. Be sure and congratulate them and wish them well
for the upcoming year.
The first meeting of this Masonic year will be July 14. The
annual Briscoe Workshop will
held in Slaton, Saturday, July
22 with registration beginning
at 9AM. Sandwich lunch afterward. If you are an officer of
your lodge or are thinking

about being an officer in the
future this is a great opportunity to pickup some skills
and information . If you are
planning on going to the Wardens retreat or your an EA and
just want more knowledge
plan on attending this Workshop.
We also have a gun show
booth Saturday & Sunday, July
29 –30.

And God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. Genesis 1:3
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From the East

Worshipful Master Jerry Hendrick
I would like to take this opportunity, to say thank you
for electing me as your Worshipful Master for the next
Masonic year. I will do my
best to keep you all informed on what the Lodge is
doing.
The installation of Officers
will be held on the 8 of July
at 11am. That way we can
get it completed before the
sun cooks the building and it
gets too hot. I will be counting on the membership of

the lodge to also keep me
informed on what we can do
to help others.
I would like everyone to
help in qualifying for the
Vanguard Award. Please
keep the Secretary up to
date with your current address, phone, and email address.

service and sacrifice for all
that you have given to our
country, along with the sacrifices that your families
have given while you have
been deployed. Again I say
THANK YOU.

If you are a military veteran
or active duty member
please let me take this time
to say thank you for your

From the West

“The grand object of
Masonry is to
promote the
happiness of the
human race”

Senior Warden Heath Morgan
Brethren,
It’s that time of the year that
several of us make new commitments to the lodge. We
pledge that we will do are
very best to support the
lodge, the fraternity, and the
brethren as officers. However, I also believe it’s an important time for those who
are not taking any new commitments or pledges. This is a
time to renew yourself, re-

commit yourself to the betterment of the lodge and the
fraternity as a whole. The
new officers have their plans
for the year, their trestle
boards are filled with items to
make this fraternity stand
out. We all must remember
though, that all of us have
been given gifts bestowed by
the Great Architect. Can you,
will you help those new officers in their endeavors this
year so that we can add to the

beauty of Freemasonry that
much more? Our bonds are
such that should we come
together for a common goal,
there is nothing that we cannot achieve.

From the South

Junior Warden Justin Robbins
I look forward to serving as
the Junior Warden this masonic year. It is my wish to
provide information relating
to masonic law that is both
interesting and practical.
While I am by no means an
expert on “masonic law” or
any other type of law, I hope
to learn along with you
throughout this year.
One of the first questions I
had relating to masonic law is
simply, “What is the purpose
of the Grand lodge and how is

this purpose accomplished?”
Article 1, section 2 of The
Laws of the Grand Lodge of
Texas specifically answers
this question in great detail.
Section 2 begins by stating
that “the purposes of this
Grand Lodge are to control
and regulate the practice of
Freemasonry throughout its
jurisdiction, in accordance
with the immemorial usages
of this ancient and honorable
Craft…” (p. 43). Without the
regulation of the Grand Lodge

of Texas, there would be little
to no uniformity in the masonic work being conducted
in subordinate lodges
throughout the state.
The laws serve to provide the
framework of what a lodge is
and how it should operate. By
studying masonic law in the
context of a lodges overall
purpose, we may better understand the reasoning for
any specific law and how its
application serves the good of
freemasonry overall.

“Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more difficult still, to leave unsaid the
wrong thing at the tempting moment.”
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From the Secretary Harrold Loveless
Taking Care of Business
Elections were held at our last
Stated meeting on June 9th.
Congratulations to Br. Jerry
Hendrick, our new Worshipful Master (2nd time sitting in
this office). I want to thank
our outgoing WM John Rosser
for a his service to the lodge
for the past year. Br. Heath
Morgan is our new Senior
Warden and Br. Justin Robbins our new Junior Warden.

made his appointments to the
remaining offices and stations.
The Installation of Officers
will be Saturday July 8th at
11:00am. Installation is an
open meeting so all Masons
and their families are encouraged to attend and show your
support.

The Treasurer and Secretary
were re-elected for another
year and Br. Hendrick has

From the Senior Deacon Brandon Gould
Visiting Brothers & Prospects
I will be your new senior deacon for the 2017/2018 Masonic year. I look forward to
seeing all of you throughout
the next year and I encourage
all of you to reach out to other
brethren and invite them out
to visit Lubbock Masonic
Lodge. I would also like to
take a moment and thank all
our visitors come out and
visit our lodge, we greatly
enjoy the fellowship and sup-

port you show us each and
every month. Lastly, I would
like to thank our Worshipful
Master, Jerry Hendricks, for
allowing me this opportunity
and I look forward to serving
this lodge and masonry over
the next year.
At our June stated meeting,
we had the following visitors:
Bob Clemmons, 33°, PM , and
Glen Ashcraft from Yellowhouse Lodge #841; Jason

Jones from Alvin Lodge
#762; and Matt Nolen from
Sheldon/Dayton Lodge #64
in Sheridan Oregon.
We hope to see you at our
next stated meeting on Friday, July 14th at 7:30 pm
(dinner at 6:30 pm) and encourage you to get involved
with the degree team to attend floor practice every
Tuesday at 7:00 pm.

Let us endeavor so to
live that when we come
to die even the
undertaker will be
sorry.

From the Senior Steward Luis Ramos
Food, Flowers & Frolic
Most holy and glorious Lord
God, the Great Architect of the
Universe: the giver of all good
gifts and graces: Thou hast
promised that where two or
three are gathered together in
Thy name, Thou wilt be in the
midst of them. In Thy name
we assemble, most humbly
beseeching Thee to bless us in
all our undertakings, that we
may know and serve Thee
aright, and that all our actions

may tend to Thy glory and to
our advancement in
knowledge and virtue; and we
beseech Thee, O Lord God, to
bless this our present assembling, and to illuminate our
minds by the divine precepts
of Thy Holy Word, and teach
us to walk in the light of Thy
countenance; and when the
trials of our probationary
state are over, be admitted
into the temple "not made

“Take everything you like seriously, except yourselves.”

with hands, eternal, in the
heavens."
Amen.

Upcoming Menu for
July:
Burgers
Potato chips
Assorted pastries
Assorted condiments
Drinks
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10 Propositions for Texas Freemasonry
essay. Full credit will be given
and quotation marks will note
this attribution. Additionally,
Brother Hammer gave me written permission to use his essay
in this manner. I thank him for
this courtesy.
Before I dive into my prescriptions for Texas Freemasonry I
will name the chief culprit responsible for the demise of Freemasonry and other fraternal
organizations in the latter-half of
the 20th century: the Greatest or
G.I. Generation. You may balk at
any suggestion that the generation that defeated the Axis powers could be responsible for Masonry’s demise, however, I believe this group unwittingly created the environment where the
Fraternity would atrophy.
In the late 1940s, millions of G.I.s
fresh out of the theaters of
World War II returned home
craving the camaraderie of their
former military units. They
found this connection in the
halls of various fraternal orders
such as the Freemasons. Unlike
other fraternal orders, Freemasonry had a reputation for being
secretive, occultic, dark, and
arcane. These new Masons
downplayed the emblems of
death, restricted the more aristocratic elements of our enterprise, and made Freemasonry
“family friendly” by promoting
women’s and children’s auxiliary
organizations. While membership swelled the seeds of the
Craft’s demise had been sown.
Once the men of the Boomer and
X Generations came of age they
rejected the fraternal organizations of their fathers. Freemasonry like many other organizations was left to waste away.
What went wrong? In my opinion, it was the revisionists in our
ranks that sought to make Freemasonry conform to middle-

class sensibilities, the same sensibilities the Boomers and Gen Xers
rejected. What can correct our
downward trend? Like Brother
Hammer, I believe that by embracing traditional forms of initiation, high standard for potential
members, and an indifference to
the outside world in regards to
the use of symbols such as the
skull and crossbones. The same
elements the G.I. Generation rejected (i.e. memento mori, esotericism, selectivity, secrecy, etc.) are
the same features that attract
members of the Millennial generation.
What follows are my propositions
for Freemasonry in Texas with
the aforementioned additions by
Brother Hammer. I believe that if
they are ruthlessly implemented
we will cull the Fraternity of its
dead weight and establish ourselves on a firm foundation for
growth and longevity.
1. Guard the West
Gate
Declining numbers
should not necessitate lower standards. I have seen
some lodges so
desperate for
members that they
will sign the petition of virtually
any man seeking admission to the
degrees of Freemasonry. In fact, I
have been chastised (or worse,
attacked personally) for suggesting that extrinsic characteristics
should be considered when admitting a man into the Fraternity.
I understand the desire to see our
lodge rooms filled as in yesteryear; we may never see the Craft
reach the numbers of the postWWII period. But is that an inherently bad thing? I do not think so.
Freemasonry was never a mass
movement. It was always a selective if not elitist organization
aimed at reforming society from

“Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip.”

the top down. Masonry in most
of the world is highly patrician;
only in the US do we see Freemasonry take on a plebian character.
My advice: Seek quality over
quantity. Do not be afraid to
refuse to sign petitions. Do not
be afraid to blackball candidates.
We do not make turn bad men
into good men but make good
men better.
“[W]e are nothing more or less
than who we let into our fraternity. Not every man should be a
Mason and not every man who
should be a Mason belongs in
just any Lodge. The brethren
have a right and responsibility
to determine the standards for
their own Lodge and to ask incisive questions of those men who
knock on their door. Lodges
should take the time to first get
to know the men who knock at
their doors, and not simply sign
any petition just because a man
has an interest. Brothers who
sign a petition for a man need to
know who they are signing for,
and more important, need to be
willing to serve as his mentor.
This is a fundamental point of
responsibility for all brethren.
Do not ask a brother in your
Lodge to do the job of mentoring
for you. If you are not willing to
give that petitioner your time,
how can you ask your Lodge to
give theirs?”
To Be Continued Next Month
Lance Kennedy is a writer, military
officer, attorney, Ivy League graduate, and seventh-generation Texan
residing in Austin, TX. The preceding is not an endorsement by Lubbock Lodge or their monthly newsletter. It is a multipart series offered
to stimulate discussion in lodges,
concur with the author’s viewpoint
or offer alternative views. Reprinted
with permission from MyFreemasonry.net
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Lubbock 1392 in Action

2017 Golden Trowel Award

PM Elmer Henry “Coke” Etgen is the 2017 recipient of Lubbock Masonic Lodge’s
Golden Trowel Award presented by WM John Rosser

The evening also corrected an oversight dating back to the ‘70’s when Coke was
raised — Presentation of his Masonic Bible

With his entire family in attendance, the entire evening
was a complete surprise for Coke

“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.”
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“Freemasonry is an institution calculated to benefit mankind”
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LUBBOCK
MASONIC LODGE
#1392
MASONIC DIST 93-A

Brotherly Love, Relief & Truth

This Month’s Sickness & Distress
4539 Brownfield Dr
Lubbock, TX
79410-1721
Meetings:
Second Friday of each
month, 7:30 p.m.
Meal: 6:30pm
Floor School:
Every Tuesday @ 7p.m.

Please take the time to visit our sick and distressed; send them cards or call them on the
phone, and be sure to keep them in your prayers.
If you know of sickness or distress with a brother or his family, please let us know.

This Month’s Brothers & Birthdays
Jerry Eastham 7/25
Michael Hooten 7/27

lubbockmasoniclodge.org

The Quarry:
Our Esoteric Work
By Bro. Coke Etgen
THE MASONIC LETTER "G"

lows, and it would not be
incorrect to say that the
True Name of the Supreme
Being cannot be known.
Obviously, then, the letter
"G" does not refer to the
common usage of that term.

There are other
considerations that the Masonic student might want to
take into account. The immediate question for some
may be why is Geometry
given such exalted status?
One might also observe that
the word “God” is not a
name per se, but is a category of being – like “human
being”. The name of the Supreme Being depends on
what tradition a person fol-

The things a man has to have are hope and confidence in himself against odds, and sometimes he needs somebody, his
pal or his mother or his wife or God, to give him that confidence. He's got to have some inner standards worth fighting
for or there won't be any way to bring him into conflict. And he must be ready to choose death before dishonor without
making too much song and dance about it. That's all there is to it.”

E-Mail: admin@lubbockmasoniclodge.org

