Lubbock’s Light
The Newsletter of Lubbock
Masonic Lodge #1392
This Month’s
Feature Stories:

April 1, 2016

Volume 5 Issue 4

Be An Active Member
Why Be Active in Lodge? Here Are 5 Good Reasons!

Be An Active
Member

Be An Active Member

Why Be Active in
Lodge? Here Are 5
Good Reasons!
Lodge Meeting in Solomon’s Quarries, Jerusalem

Tax Day Fri April 15

Inside this issue:
From the East

2

From the West

2

From the South

2

From the Secre- 3
tary
From the
Senior Deacon

3

From the
Senior Steward

3

Lubbock Lodge
1392 in Action

5

The Quarry: Our 7
Degree
Work

Be an active member,
The kind that would be
missed.
Don’t be just contented
That your name is on the list.
Do attend the meetings
and mingle with the crowd.
Don’t stay at home
And crab both long and loud.
Don’t leave the work for just
a few
And gripe about the clique.
And take the time to visit
A member who is sick.
There is quite a program
scheduled
That means success if done,
And it can be accomplished
With help from everyone.
So attend the meetings regularly
and help with hand and

heart,
Be an active member
And take an active part.
Think this over, member
Are we right or are we
wrong?
Be an active member
Please don’t just belong.
Author unknown

Why Be Active in Lodge?
Here Are 5 Good Reasons!
Undoubtably, there are plenty of things in life that pull us
away from being an active
Mason. Certainly, our families, health and career should
come before our Brothers at
Lodge. But if you have no
good reason not to come out
and enjoy fellowship and
Brotherly Love, what is stopping you?
Remember Brother, some-

thing drew you to our Great
Fraternity at one time. Something brought you one day to
the Temple to meet your
Brothers, learn about Freemasonry and make you decide, “yes, I would like to be
known as a Mason.” And that
unique set of beliefs, desires
and passions is the same
something we all still share.
So, if you’re not an active
Mason and maybe wondering why you should come
back to Lodge, here are five
good reasons:
1. Satisfy that inner desire to
connect. By being active in
Lodge, you share your ideas,
gain support and acceptance
from like-minded Brothers,
and bond with others who
have similar interests.
2. Build true and deep relationships. Your Brothers sin-

Programs & Announcements
MUCH is happening this
month!
Don’t forget
your taxes are
due Friday ,
April 15!
Saturday April 16, 8AM
Grand Master’s Conference
at Yellowhouse Lodge.
Saturday, April , 23 and Sun-

day April 24 we will be back
with a table at the Silver
Spur Gun Show at the Civic
Center. All members wishing
to work the booth let us
know at the April stated
meeting.
To support our scholarship
program and other activities,
we are raffling off a Henry .22 rifle, a Damascus blade

knife and a case of ribeye
steaks! Tickets are $5 each or
5 for $20. We will have these
at the gun show as well.
Last but not least, 50th Anniversary Hilltop meeting April
30. Don’t miss this as our
Deputy Grand Master Jerry
Kirby will be in attendance!

And God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. Genesis 1:3
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From the East
Worshipful Master Kevin Rush
On April 19, 1775, the first
shot was fired in the American Revolutionary War.
Throughout the history of this
country, Americans have been
called upon to take up arms in
battle, oftentimes Brother
against Brother. Be sure and
join us at our next stated
meeting where Brother Bob
Clemmons will make a
presentation entitled, “ Freemasonry and Armed Conflict”.
He will offer explanations as
to how Freemasons were able
to prosecute a war in light of
their obligations. You don’t

“The grand object of
Masonry is to
promote the
happiness of the
human race”

want to miss this.
On Saturday July 9, beginning
at 10AM at the Mahon Library, I will be presenting a
talk to the South Plains Genealogical Society entitled,
"Freemasonry in America and
Texas: Chasing the Legacy" .
“There is no institution more
moral than the Masonic Lodge,
or a stronger brotherhood
anywhere.”

invitation to you to rejoin us
in the work.
If you are a Past Master,
please join us next month for
our Past Master’s dinner. I
promise, it will be a very special evening that you won’t
want to miss.
I look forward to seeing you
at our next stated meeting.

There is much going on in
our lodge and if we have not
seen you in a while, please
accept this as my personal

From the West—Degrees
Senior Warden John Rosser
A “degree” is a drama in
which a newcomer to Masonry, the candidate, is made to
play a key part. These dramas
have several characteristics
and are progressive in nature,
that is, they build on each
other. These dramas are enacted with only Masons being
present and are for the purpose of moral instruction. A
unique characteristic of each
Masonic degree is an

“obligation” taken by the candidate. The obligation is an
oath taken for the purpose of
instructing the candidate in
his Masonic duty. The three
degrees have a biblical basis.
Much biblical imagery is used
in the ritual of the degrees.
The central biblical image
used in Masonic ritual is that
of the building of King Solomon’s Temple, as meticulously described for us in the Old

Testament books of I Kings
and II Chronicles. Whenever
a Masonic lodge is in session,
the Holy Bible is open upon
the lodge’s altar.
This is a part of an article
posted on the Grand Lodge of
Texas website.

From the South
Junior Warden Charles Straub
I hope each of you had a blessed
Easter! With the arrival of
spring, comes a new planting
season and then the raising of a
new crop for many here in West
Texas. We can compare
this process to our looking for
new candidates to be raised in
our lodge. The first part of Article 439 of The Laws of the
Grand Lodge of Texas states the
following: In referral to the
Examination in Master’s Degree: Within ninety days after
he is raised, a Brother shall
have heard the fourth portion

of The Lodge System of Candidate Information, shall have
received all four booklets which
comprise the System, be certified as having completed a
Grand Lodge approved course
on Masonic Information
(Additional Lodge Light, A.L.L.
program) under the supervision of the Committee on Masonic Education and Service,
and shall have been examined
in open Lodge and voted as
proficient in the entire trial
lecture of the Master’s Degree.
It shall be the duty of the offic-

ers of the Lodge to see that this
is done. Any Brother who, after
receiving the Master’s Degree,
willfully neglects or refuses to
present himself and be examined as to his proficiency in such
degree, within ninety days
thereafter, unless further time is
granted him by the Lodge shall
be subject to automatic suspension as provided hereinafter;
absence from the State, natural
infirmities or unavoidable accident alone excusing him.
Hope to see you at the stated
meeting on second Friday!

“Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more difficult still, to leave unsaid the
wrong thing at the tempting moment.”
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From the Secretary Jerry Hendrick
Taking Care of Business
Make plans now for the
Grand Master’s Conference
- Saturday, April 16,
8:00am—11:30, Yellowhouse Lodge, 5015 Gary
Ave. in Lubbock. This conference will be open to ALL
masons, including EA’s &
Fellowcrafts and their ladies. For more information
contact Bob Clemmons,
(806)535-4276.

The origin of the
word "Freemason" - has
two possible interpretations.
The first is that masons
moved around from city to
city so they were "free" in
the sense that they were
mobile. The other is a
shortening of the term
"freestone masons." Freestone is a type

of fine-grained stone
which can be carved.
DUES, DUES, DUES, are
due !!!!!!!!!!!

Visiting Brothers & Prospects
Last month we
were hoppin’!
At our stated meeting we received
our District Deputy, RW Charles
Mire. Other guests
attending included
Charlie Morris, Dan Redman,
Terry Ewings, Dwayne McInroe, all Past Masters, and Rolan Pirtle, current Junior War-

den all from Yellowhouse
#841. In addition we had
Gary Armstrong, PM of Mackenzie #1327 and Bob
Chesser, PM of South Plains
Daylight #1443.

another EA proficiency and
on 3/29 we received two
proficiencies in the Fellowcraft degree.
April promises even more
excitement!

Let us endeavor so to
live that when we come
to die even the
undertaker will be
sorry.

In addition to our stated
meeting, we had a called
meeting on 3/1 to receive an
EA proficiency; on 3/8 we
conferred a Fellowcraft Degree; on 3/22 we received

From the Senior Steward Luis Ramos
Food, Flowers & Frolic
April showers brings May
flowers so hopefully we
will get some rain just
enough that we don’t have
to water our yards.
The Society or Fraternity
of Freemasons is more in
the nature of a system of
Philosophy or of moral and
social virtues taught by
symbols, allegories, and

lectures based upon fundamental truths, the observance of which tends to
promote stability of character, conservatism, morality and good citizenship. H. W. Coil
This month I will not be
able to attend stated meeting but with the help of our
brethren you will have a

“Take everything you like seriously, except yourselves.”

meal to consist of “make
your own sandwich. Please
enjoy.

Upcoming Menu for
April:
Menu:
Cold cuts
Lettuce, tomato, onions
Assorted breads
Beverage
Cookies
Chips
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cerely long to interact with you.
By getting to know them, you
build trust, which leads to deeper, truer relationships and
friendships.
3. Gain respect and admiration.
Brothers who take an active role
— whether as an Officer, member of a committee, as a part in
the degrees, or as a mentor, lecturer or advisor — are seen as
positive role models.
4. Make Masonry “yours.” Rather
than being a part of the silent
and passive majority, be one the
noted minorities that has a voice
and opinion. Do something to
make the changes you want to
see. Own a piece of the pie.
5. Become a leader. You may not
think you have what it takes to
be an example to others, but
Freemasonry is unique in that it
presents numerous opportunities to follow a path to leadership and honor.
By Bro. James Tome, Past Master of
DeKalb Lodge #144 A.F. & A.M.
https://
dekalbmasons.wordpress.com

Lodge Meeting in Solomon’s
Quarries, Jerusalem by Dr.
David Harrison

A few months ago, I was contacted by a good friend and Brother
George Shukha, from a lodge in
Israel, who informed me about a
lodge meeting in Solomon’s
Quarries, a rather famous cave
in Jerusalem, very well known in
Masonic circles. The photos of

Lubbock Lodge #1392

the event were captivating, and
the meeting included a lecture by
Brother Yosef Bahar. Solomon’s
Quarries – known as Zedekiah’s
Cave – is situated under the Muslim Quarter of the Old City of Jerusalem, and is believed to have
been the quarries that supplied
the stone for the Temple.

Cherub graffiti was found in the
cave by a nineteenth century
French archaeologist, which has
been used to support that the
quarries were used in Solomon’s
time, and Masonic lodges have
met in the cave since the later
nineteenth century. Brother Bahar then emailed with more photographs and details of this historical event.

As Brother Bahar explained ‘It all
started when brethren from
“Cukurova Lodge” in Adana (a city
in the south-eastern part of Turkey) invited me on March 2015,
to give a lecture on Zedekiah’s

“Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip.”

Cave – King Solomon’s Quarries.
I gave the lecture, the brethren
liked it and were very interested
to visit Jerusalem and have a
lodge meeting in the cave. So
our “Nur Lodge” in Tel-Aviv (it is
a Turkish speaking-working
lodge) made all the preparations
and logistics and on the 7th of
September 2015, we had a
working in the cave. Thirty two
brethren from Nur Lodge and
130 visiting Brethren from Turkey—Including the Grand Masters—participated on that lodge
meeting. They asked me to repeat my lecture for the brethren
who did not hear it (there were
brothers from Istanbul and Izmir). The lecture was in Turkish
and a Hebrew translation printed for the Israeli brethren. Attached are pictures of the cave
prepared for that occasion.’
Having written about lodges
that meet in caves previously,
this was an event that particular
interested me, and the special
location certainly makes this
lodge meeting a historical occasion.
Dr David Harrison is a Masonic historian and leading academic expert
on the study of Freemasonry. He has
lectured at the University of Liverpool and Hope University, and has
worked as an archaeologist, specializing in industrial archaeology in
England.
http://dr-david-harrison.com/
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Lubbock 1392 in Action

NO PICTURES AGAIN?

“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.”

Page 5

Page 6

Volume 5, Issue 4

If you have knowledge, let others light their candles with it .”

Lubbock Lodge #1392

LUBBOCK
MASONIC LODGE
#1392
MASONIC DIST 93-A

Brotherly Love, Relief & Truth

This Month’s Sickness & Distress
4539 Brownfield Dr
Lubbock, TX
79410-1721
Meetings:
Second Friday of each
month, 7:30 p.m.
Meal: 6:30pm
Floor School:
Every Tuesday @ 7p.m.

PGM Jimmy Willson
PM Coke Etgen

Please take the time to visit our sick and distressed; send them cards or call them on the
phone, and be sure to keep them in your prayers.
If you know of sickness or distress with a brother or his family, please let us know.

This Month’s Brothers & Birthdays
James Owens
Glenn Fant

4/1
4/17

lubbockmasoniclodge.org

The Quarry:
Our Esoteric Work
By Bro. Coke Etgen
THE TILER
The Tiler guards the avenues approaching the
Lodge. A Lodge is said to
be “duly tiled” when the
necessary precautions
have been taken to guard
against intrusion by cowans, eavesdroppers or other unauthorized persons.
A cowan is one who tries
to masquerade as a Mason.
He has not done the work
but says he has in order to
gain admittance. An eaves

dropper is one who tries to
steal the secrets of our
Society. He would forge a
dues card or may find one
and try to masquerade as
the owner.
If a Brother comes to
Lodge late and wants to
join the meeting, the Tiler
sees that he is properly
clothed and then vouches
for him as qualified to enter. It is the duty of the
Tyler to inform the Junior
Deacon when a qualified
Brother wishes to enter
the Lodge and to let the
Brethren know in which
Degree the Lodge is working.

The things a man has to have are hope and confidence in himself against odds, and sometimes he needs somebody, his
pal or his mother or his wife or God, to give him that confidence. He's got to have some inner standards worth fighting
for or there won't be any way to bring him into conflict. And he must be ready to choose death before dishonor without
making too much song and dance about it. That's all there is to it.”

E-Mail: info@lubbockmasoniclodge.org

