Lubbock’s Light
The Newsletter of Lubbock
Masonic Lodge #1392
Volume 4 Issue 11

This Month’s
Feature Stories
13 Virtues of Brother
Benjamin Franklin

13 Virtues of Brother Benjamin Franklin

Don't Expect Perfection
The Rest of the Masonic
Story

Inside this issue:
From the East

2

From the West

2

From the South

2

From the Secre-

3

From the
Senior Deacon

3

From the

3

Lubbock Lodge
1392 in Action

5

November 1, 2015

Franklin sought to cultivate his
character by a plan of thirteen
virtues, which he developed at
age 20 (in 1726) and continued to practice in some form
for the rest of his life. His autobiography lists his thirteen
virtues as:
"TEMPERANCE. Eat not to
dullness; drink not to elevation."

"SILENCE. Speak not but what
may benefit others or yourself;
avoid trifling conversation."
"ORDER. Let all your things
have their places; let each part
of your business have its
time."
"RESOLUTION. Resolve to perform what you ought; perform
without fail what you resolve."
"FRUGALITY. Make no expense
but to do good to others or
yourself; i.e., waste nothing."
"INDUSTRY. Lose no time; be
always employ'd in something
useful; cut off all unnecessary
actions."
"SINCERITY. Use no hurtful
deceit; think innocently and
justly, and, if you speak, speak
accordingly."
"JUSTICE. Wrong none by doing injuries, or omitting the
benefits that are your duty."
"MODERATION. Avoid extremes; forbear resenting injuries so much as you think they

deserve."
"CLEANLINESS. Tolerate no
uncleanliness in body, cloaths,
or habitation."
"TRANQUILLITY. Be not disturbed at trifles, or at accidents common or unavoidable."
"CHASTITY. Rarely use venery
but for health or offspring,
never to dullness, weakness,
or the injury of your own or
another's peace or reputation."
"HUMILITY. Imitate Jesus and
Socrates."
Bro. Blake Bowden—
myfreemasonry.com

Don't Expect Perfection
Don't expect perfection in a
man because he is a Freemason. If you do, you will be disappointed. Masonry makes a
man better, but no human

Programs & Announcements

The Quarry: Our 6
Degree Work &
BIRTHDAYS

In the spirit of
the holidays, the
November and
December stated
meetings will be
conducted in the
EA degree so
that all may attend.
Much to discuss at this
month’s stated meeting in
preparation for the Grand

Communication next month in
Waco.
We will likely be having our
Thanksgiving holiday dinner
on Saturday, November 21,
2014 at 2PM at the Scottish
Rite Building, 1101 70th St,
where will be joining Yellowhouse lodge and other area
blue lodges and appendant
bodies. We will firm the plans
with a vote at this months

stated meeting, Friday November 13. Members will be asked
to bring a large covered dish.
Meats will be provided by the
lodge. There will be a program as well. All local Masons,
friends and their families are
invited to attend.

SHARE THE HOLIDAYS
WITH YOUR BROTHERS
AND THEIR FAMILIES

And God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. Genesis 1:3
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From the East—The Holidays Upon Us
Worshipful Master Kevin Rush
As we prepare to celebrate
Thanksgiving 2015 we have
so much for which to be
grateful. Let us take time to
again reflect on the year
coming to an end, give
thanks to our friends and
family for their love and
support and most especially
the Supreme Architect , our
source for ALL of the many
blessing in our lives. Please
remember our first responders who are serving in
our community keeping us

safe. Most of all say a special
prayer for our armed forces
who are serving our country
and keeping us safe at home.
I hope that all of your prayers will be fulfilled as we
give humble thanks for His
many blessings.

of our brothers and their
families in the upcoming
holiday celebrations. Please
don’t be a stranger!
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

I ask that you take time between now and the end of
the year to reflect and rededicate yourselves in all
areas of your life, including
your Masonic journey.
I look forward to seeing all

From The West - Early History of Freemasonry
Senior Warden John Rosser
“The grand object of
Masonry is to
promote the
happiness of the
human race”

Freemasonry has its historic
origins among the early
lodges of stonemasons and
architects that, utilizing the
style of Gothic architecture,
built the cathedrals of Middle Ages. They were called
“Freemasons” because they
were free men and not serfs,
their lodges were free from
taxation, and they worked in
freestone, a type of quarry
stone. During the 17th century, lodges in Scotland began “accepting” members
who were not operative
stonemasons. The ac-

ceptance of these gentlemen
Freemasons gave rise to the
name “Free and Accepted
Masons.” In their ceremonies of passing from one
degree to another they inculcated a system of morality, veiled in allegory and
illustrated by the symbols
and tools of their craft. During the 18th century, lodges
formed grand lodges to govern the craft. No longer operative as of old, Masonic
lodges continued without
interruption to observe the

customs and traditions of
the fraternity for the
“benefit of mankind.”
From Grand Lodge of Texas
– Wikipedia.

From the South —
Junior Warden Charles Straub
For your information and to
clarify the following status:
According to Article 344 of
the Laws of the Grand Lodge
of Texas, Status of E.As and
F.Cs, Entered Apprentices
and Fellowcrafts are Masons,
but they are not members of
the Lodge and cannot vote or
dimit, but shall be entitled to
Masonic burial subject to the
provisions of Art. 360. They
are entitled to sit in the Lodge

or Lodges in which they have
received a degree or degrees,
or to visit like Lodges upon
examination or proper
avouchment. (See Art. 60.)
Entered Apprentices and Fellowcrafts may attend Masonic
funerals and appear in public
wearing aprons of their respective degrees, provided
the Lodge has dispensation to
appear in public, and they
do not participate in any of

the ceremonies. (Revised
1998)

“Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more difficult
still, to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting moment.”
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From the Secretary Jerry Hendrick
Taking Care of Business
Dues are about to be due
soon. As most or you know
there will be a proposed
resolution this year at
Grand Lodge to increase
per-capita. Over the past
few stated meetings the
discussion of raising the
dues in our Lodge to keep
up with the increase in per
-capita. This was voted on
at our last stated meeting
to raise our dues from the

current amount of $55.00
to $65.00 for the 2016 masonic year and to $75.00
for the 2017 masonic
year. So please remember
that when you receive
your dues notice this year,
dues will be $65.00. Please
get your dues in as soon as
possible. This will help us
to keep our doors open.
Dues are due by the 31st of
December 2014, for the

next masonic year. This
year the cost is $55.00. If
you decide to pay early,
your are more than welcome to do so.

Visiting Brothers & Prospects
At our October stated meeting , we were most pleased to
have five visitors there. They
were Garland Timms, DDGM
93B; Rolan Pirtle, JW, Jeff
Valimont and Jeremy Webb of
Yellowhouse # 841 and Gary
Armstrong. PM of Mackenzie
#1327 Roland Pirtle from
Yellowhouse #841. We also had a called meeting on
October 13 to confer two EA
degrees. Visiting were Bob

Clemmons, 33°, PM of Yellowhouse #841 and Jason Jones
of Alvin #762.
We appreciated another opportunity to represent Lubbock Lodge at the gun and
knife show held at the Lubbock Civic Center on October 24th & 25th. Many thanks
goes out to those responsible
for allowing us to be there, as
well as to those who worked

our booth. When you are at
the gun shows, let Brother
Monty Sansom and his wife
Kim know how much we
appreciate their letting us
have a booth. The next gun
show is January 9-10, 2016.

Let us endeavor so to
live that when we come
to die even the
undertaker will be
sorry.

We hope to see you at the
November stated meeting on
the 13th. You can look forward to a good meal and
great fellowship!

From the Senior Steward Luis Ramos
Food, Flowers & Frolic
November is usually the
month that we all gather
around and appreciate everything that we are thankful for.
It doesn’t matter who all you
thank but just tell someone
thank you for what they do
for you. Also this month is the
month we recognize all Veterans that choose to take on the
oath of all services and one
thing I know for sure is that
we as veterans do take the
oath to heart till they day we

die.
Go out and thank someone,
you never know, it might be
the only thing that people
would like to hear. A Thanksgiving Prayer
Oh, Lord, now this we’re
thankful for:
The good things life has held
in store; The love of those
within our home, And friends
to greet wherever we roam;
The health and strength
wherewith to toil,

“Take everything you like seriously, except yourselves.”

The bounteous food from
freedom’s soil; We thank Thee
for the right to pray
And worship Thee in our own
way; To live within a land
that’s free; For this, dear Lord,
our thanks to Thee; And
through these blessings, one
by one,
May Thy will, Lord, on earth
be done!

Upcoming Menu for
November
Grilled burger with brown
gravy
Green beans
Waffle fries
Dessert
Please come and enjoy the
company and meal
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George Washington's 1789 Thanksgiving Proclamation—
Con’t from page 1
agency can make him perfect.
If he is a Mason, you have a right
to presume he is a good man, but
do not condemn Masonry even if
a few Masons turn out bad. Even
the Great Teacher Himself had a
Judas.
The aim and purpose of Masonry
is to receive none but good men,
keep them good and make them
better. Judge the institution not
by a few failures, but by the average of its successes.
That average is high and it consequently gives standing to its
members, but it cannot be an
infallible guide.
Author Unknown

The Rest of the Masonic Story
Bro. Bill was
initiated into
Freemasonry some 3
months before his 21st
birthday.
And only
five years
later, he was
elected Master of his Lodge. It
didn't take long for Bro. Bill to
become dissatisfied with the
lack of Masonic education and
the poor ritual work in his
Lodge. And he took it upon himself to do something about it. He
decided he would become a
competent Master on the subject
of Freemasonry. In doing so, he
would speak with the most experienced Masons he could find,
even with several from foreign
countries. He convened square &
compass meetings once or twice
a week to discuss the lectures
and for mutual improvement.
After some time, he was able to
put to memory the entire First

Degree lectures and made several
improvements of his own design.
Bro. Bill was even invited to make
a special presentation at the
Grand Lodge demonstrating what
he had accomplished in improving the workings and education of
the Craft. His popularity continued to rise such, that he was invited to join and eventually became
Master of Lodge No. 1, the premier Lodge in that Grand Lodge
jurisdiction. It should be remembered, that Bro. Bill was still only
in his twenties.
By the time Bro. Bill reached his
mid-thirties things were not going quite as well as before. His
over-enthusiastic approach and
the pushiness of his character,
had alienated some of his Masonic
associates. They all clearly regarded him with affection and
appreciated his intellect, his organizing ability and contributions
to the Craft, but when balanced
with other undesirable aspects of
his character, he was no longer a
welcomed insider. Bro. Bill had
been Master of Lodge No. 1 for 3
1/2 years, and feeling somewhat
un-appreciated, he had already
decided not to run for re-election.
On St. John the Evangelist day, a
local clergyman and member of
the Fraternity invited the Brethren to a special St. John's Day
service. Bro. Bill asked the Brethren to attend wearing their
aprons, jewels of office and white
gloves. Following the service, they
would then walk the short distance from the church to a nearby
house where a Festive Board was
prepared. This seemingly innocuous act was, however, in direct
contravention to a Grand Lodge
edict that directed no parades or
other public exhibitions of Freemasonry could be conducted
without the expressed approval
of the Grand Lodge. The result

“Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip.”

was a sad period for the Fraternity. Bro. Bill refused to
acknowledge he had done anything wrong and was eventually
expelled from all Fraternal association by the Grand Lodge for
un-Masonic conduct. Only 7
years earlier, Bro. Bill, who appeared to have been on the
threshold of a great future in the
Fraternity, now went back into
the darkness for the sake of an
opinion which had become an
obsession.
Eleven years passed before Bro.
Bill would settle his disagreement with the Grand Lodge.
During this time, he had
changed his attitude and his life,
although he still would not admit he had been wrong in his
actions. But at long last, he had
grown up in his Masonic thinking and matured in his dealings
with people. Bro. Bill went on to
publish many more Masonic
works and became regarded as a
true sage of the Craft. When Bro.
Bill was 76, he left his terrestrial
Lodge No. 1 to join the Supreme
Architect of the Universe in that
celestial Lodge No. 1 above.
Bro. Bill's legacy remains with
us each time a young brother
does his proficiency and each
time the lectures are given in the
three degrees. For the lecture
and catechism system we use
today is also known as the Prestonian system, developed and
promulgated in the late 1700's
by Bro. William (Bill) Preston
for the Mother Grand Lodge of
World, the Grand Lodge of England.
And now you know - the rest of
the story.
Source: Bro. Jerry McKissack via
myfreemasonry.com

Volume 4, Issue 11

Lubbock Lodge #1392

Lubbock 1392 in Action—November 2015

Give thanks for unknown blessings already on their
way!
- Native American Saying

“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.”
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LUBBOCK
MASONIC LODGE
#1392
MASONIC DIST 93-A
4539 Brownfield Dr
Lubbock, TX
79410-1721

Meetings:
Second Friday of each
month, 7:30 p.m.
Meal: 6:30pm
Floor School:
Every Tuesday @ 7p.m.

Brotherly Love, Relief & Truth

This Month’s Sickness & Distress
PGM Jimmy Willson
Mary Ann Hendrick, wife of secretary and PDDGM
Jerry Hendrick

Please take the time to visit our sick and distressed; send them cards or call them on the
phone, and be sure to keep them in your prayers.
If you know of sickness or distress with a brother or his family, please let us know.

This Month’s Brothers & Birthdays
Justin Robbins
Anthony Rumpel

11/1
11/22

www.lubbockmasoniclodge.org

The Quarry:
Our Esoteric Work
By Bro. Coke Etgen
DULY AND TRULY PREPARED

Being duly and truly prepared
refers to the wearing of special garments furnished by
the Lodge to emphasize our
concern with man’s internal
qualifications, rather than his
worldly wealth and honors.
By wearing these garments,
the candidate signifies the
sincerity of his intentions. The
symbolism of the Rite of Destitution reverts to those an-

cient times when men believed
that the planets determined
human fate and controlled human passions, and that there
were metals by which each planet was itself controlled. In ancient initiations, candidates
were compelled to leave all metals behind, lest they bring into
the assembly disturbing planetary influences. While with us,
this symbolism no longer has an
astrological character. However,
the old point about excluding
disturbing influences remains.
The candidate is not to bring
into the Lodge room his passions
or prejudices, lest that harmony,
which is one of the chief concerns of Masonry, be destroyed.

Being duly and truly prepared
also refers to the state of a
man's heart and soul as he
seeks admission into our Order. "Seek and ye shall find.
Ask and it shall be given unto
you. Knock and it shall be
opened unto you."

The things a man has to have are hope and confidence in himself against odds, and sometimes he needs somebody, his
pal or his mother or his wife or God, to give him that confidence. He's got to have some inner standards worth fighting
for or there won't be any way to bring him into conflict. And he must be ready to choose death before dishonor without
making too much song and dance about it. That's all there is to it.”

E-Mail: Lubbock.Lodge1392@suddenlink.net

