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This Month’s
Feature StorIes
The George
Washington
Gavel

The George Washington Gavel
The Ring
One of the most visible aspects of the Masonic fraternity is its long tradition of
ceremonially laying the
cornerstones of many public and private buildings.
This tradition contains
great meaning for Masons,
and ties the fraternity
closely to many cities
around the country, including Washington, DC.
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Inside this issue:
From the East

2

From the West

2

From the South

2

The historic George Washington Gavel was among
the Masonic implements
used by Worshipful Brother
George Washington when
he performed the ceremonial cornerstone laying for
the United States Capitol
building on September 18,
1793 as Worshipful Master
of Alexandria-Washington

Lodge No. 22 of Virginia.
Also participating in the
ceremony were Lodge No. 9
of Maryland (now Potomac
Lodge No. 5) and Lodge No.
15 of Maryland (now Federal Lodge No. 1, F.A.A.M.,
of DC).

The head of the Washington Gavel is made of the
same Maryland marble
originally used in the interior of the Capitol, and its
handle is crafted of a dark,
native American cherry of
unique grain. It was made
specially for this purpose

by one John Duffy, who also
made the other Masonic
tools used that day. John
Duffy was a silversmith by
trade, and was married to a
daughter of President
Washington's gardener; he
is also reputed to be a
member of the President's
mother Lodge, Fredericksburg Lodge No. 4 of Virginia.
The ceremonies of the day
were carried out with great
care and solemnity, and
were well attended both by
Masonic and civic leaders.
Newspaper accounts of the
event recall a grand procession from the north shore
of the Potomac River in
what is now Georgetown to
the site of the Capitol, with
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Programs & Announcements
Saturday, April 6 was the day
for the Yellowhouse Lodge’s
1st Annual Cook-off. If you
didn’t make it , you missed
some really good food and a
first look at their new home to
be finished soon.
We had our first “Family Night
this past month. We had a
good turnout for Casablanca.
This month on May 15,

7:00PM, we will be showing a
classic western, The Professionals.
This month we have our
“Dining out” at Texas Land &
Cattle on May 8. Check your
emails for the voucher to help
our scholarship program.

April 27th, you really missed
something! Ask around, brothers will be more than happy to
tell you about it. We had a
strong enough showing to
meet one of the requirements
for the Vanguard award.

If you didn’t make it to the
Grand Master’s conference, on

And God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. Genesis 1:3
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From the East— The Charge

Worshipful Master Elmer “Coke” Etgen
By now all Texas masons
know that Most Worshipful
Walter W. Rogers, Grand
Master of Texas has required
that a charge be read or recited during the closing of the
Lodge. This charge is full of
thought provoking words
and additional light for every
mason. Consider this; there is
a charge in the Monitor that
can be done at the opening of
the lodge.
The ways of Virtue are beautiful. Knowledge is attained

by degrees. Wisdom dwells
with contemplation. There
we must seek her. Let us
then, my brethren, apply
ourselves with becoming zeal
to the practice of the excellent principles inculcated by
our Order. Let us ever remember that the great objects of our association are
the restraint of improper
desires and passions, the
cultivation of an active benevolence, and the promotion of a correct knowledge
of the duties we owe to God,

our neighbor, and ourselves.
Let us be united, and practice
with assiduity the sacred
tenets of our Order; ever
remembering that where
brethren are, there should be
peace and harmony, and each
should wish for the good of
the whole.
Consider its words at this
upcoming time of elections
and, a new Masonic year
starting in June. We must do
what is good for the whole of
the Lodge and Masonry.

Penny for Your Thoughts: A Message From the West
“The grand object of
Masonry is to
promote the
happiness of the
human race”

Senior Warden James Urban
May is a month that is
synonymous with Spring,
which comes with new
beginnings. In order to
have these new beginnings, you must first start
with cleaning out that
which is no longer needed. As a lodge we have to
do the same thing. It is
time that we begin to

clean up and start fresh
so that we can renew
what the lodge is and
what it means. So, if you
could change one thing
about your lodge what
would it be? Be thoughtful about these changes,
whether they be something tangible or intangible, and begin to think

how you could go about
making those changes. If
we all took one thing to
clean up and make a fresh
start with, how much difference would our lodge
be, and how much better
would we be as mason
for it?

From the South —Will our Hilltop Meetings Continue?
Junior Warden Glenn Fant
My brothers, as most of you
know, we have lost our
Hilltop location in the Canyon. We will soon be deciding if we are going to continue this memorable tradition
that we have enjoyed for so
many years. Brother Gary
Smith from Amarillo, states
they have also lost their site
on the Terry Ranch near
Borger. Last year they
moved it inside, and the

turnout was very disappointing. They also are
looking for answers to the
same problems we are facing. Brother Smith suggested that we consider merging
our Hilltops into one, and
meet at the Palo Duro Canyon State Park area. It is a
beautiful spot with room to
work in privacy. We would
have twice as many knowledgeable degree teams and

resource’s to share. We
want to know what you
think. We need every brother’s assistance in deciding
what course of action to
take next. We hope to see
you there; we value your
opinions and ideas. Please
Help!

“Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more difficult still, to leave unsaid the
wrong thing at the tempting moment.”
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From the Secretary Jerry Hendrick
Taking Care of Business
More than 60,000 children
across Texas will receive
free tooth decay prevention kits assembled and
delivered by Masonic
Lodges during the
2012/2013 school year.
Masonic Home and School
of Texas sponsors the program and streamlines the
process for easy Lodge
participation by:
 Shipping easy-to-






assemble dental kit
supplies for up to 300
first graders to any
interested Lodge
Helping Lodges team
up to provide kits to
more children
Coordinating with
schools for approval to
present kits
Arranging kit delivery
with the schools
Preparing and distrib-

uting a local press release about the project
To see photos of recent
Fantastic Teeth Fan Club
events and a map of participating Lodges, visit facebook.com/
FantasticTeethFanClub.

From the Senior Deacon Kevin Rush
Visiting Brothers & Prospects
Last month we had the
following guests attend
our stated meeting: the
Past Grand Master of
Japan, Ronald Napier;
Bob Clemmons, 33°,
PM, of Yellowhouse
Lodge.
Tim Smith, PM Mackenzie Lodge; Joe Mar-

tinez, PM American Canadian Lodge and Rolan Pirtle of Yellowhouse Lodge.

ficer? Let the current
wardens know of your
desires.

Elections and appointment of officers is next
month. Do you have a
vision for the lodge? Do
you want to be an of-

Let us endeavor so to
live that when we come
to die even the
undertaker will be
sorry.

From the Senior Steward Alan Jolly
Food, Flowers & Frolic
Hello to all! This upcoming
stated meeting we will have
The Past Master’s dinner was
a great evening. If you weren’t there you missed a great
meal and lots of fun. We experienced a small fire in the
kitchen which was quickly
contained and eliminated.
Brother Ryan can give you a
first-hand account of the excitement – if he can stop
laughing long enough to tell

you the details. We will have
another fish fry on May 17th.
If you missed the last fish fry
this will be your opportunity
to taste Brother Bob’s secret
family recipe for catfish batter
– you’ll want more than one
filet. It’ll be all you can eat and
the price will be fair – probably $10 a head.
Please make time in your
busy schedule to come and

“Take everything you like seriously, except yourselves.”

join us for the stated meeting
and fish fry. It is always a
good time when brothers get
together at the lodge.
As always, this poor steward
needs your help… Please contribute to the cause and put a
few dollars in the jar.

Upcoming Menu for
May:
Hamburgers and French
fries with all the trimmings.
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spectators cheering every
step of the way. Although the
Capitol was at the time a simple hole in the ground in the
middle of a forest, the dignity
afforded to its cornerstone
spoke volumes about the
hope that it represented. To
wit, President Washington's
closing prayer follows:
"Certainly my dear brethren,
it must be as grateful to you
as it is to me, to possess the
great pleasure of laying this
corner stone, which we hope,
expect and sincerely pray to
produce innumerable corner
stones; and that on every one
of them, may spring immense
edifices. We fervently pray to
the Great Grand Master of
Heaven, earth and all things,
of his infinite wisdom,
strength, goodness and mercy, to grant. So may it be.
At the conclusion of the ceremony, President Washington
gave the silver trowel he
used to his own Lodge, Alexandria-Washington No. 22 of
Virginia, and presented the
Gavel to the Worshipful Master of Lodge No. 9 of Maryland, Valentine Reintzel. It is
likely that the Gavel was given to Lodge No. 9 because it
was the older of the two Maryland Lodges participating in
the ceremony.
Most Worshipful Brother
Reintzel, who in 1811 became the first Grand Master
of the Grand Lodge of Free
And Accepted Masons of the
District of Columbia, retained

Lubbock Lodge #1392

personal possession of the
Gavel until his death in 1817.
At that time his family returned the Gavel to Lodge No.
9, then and now known as
Potomac Lodge No. 5, F.A.A.M.
of the District of Columbia,
and it was kept locked with
the other possessions of the
Lodge at its regular meeting
place until 1922. On 18 December 1922, it was moved to
Riggs National Bank (now PNC
Bank), where it has remained
since.

To this path of life I chose to
live
To my heart a feeling it
brings
What God above blessed me
with
The Square and Compass
within red
Reminds me how my Savior
died for me
For on that cross his blood he
shed
His life for our sins to be free

The trowel soothes my desires
Keeping on the Level of Time
The Compasses helping me
direct and inspire
Each new brother and friend
I find

"This Gavel was prepared for
Bro. George Washington for
the purpose of laying the Corner Stone of the U.S. Capitol
and was so used by him September 18, 1793. He then presented it to Potomac Lodge
No. 9 of Maryland, afterward
Potomac Lodge No. 43 and
now Potomac Lodge No. 5 of
the Grand Lodge of the D.C., by
whose Order of 1840 this Inscription is placed upon it.
1856"

The Ring by Bro. Blake
Bowden
This ring of gold means many
things

“Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip.”

To me this ring is my traveling light
Which guides me life's passage way
Remembering its meaning in
my sight
Never from my Masonic journey to stray
Articles reprinted with permission from MasonsofTexas.com
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Lubbock 1392 in Action

MW Walter W. Rogers, Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of Texas with WM Elmer
“Coke” Etgen at the Grand Masters Conference held at the Lubbock Scottish Rite
building last month.

The Grand Orator, MW Larry Fitzpatrick gave
an OUTSTANDING presentation on the
obligation at the Grand Master’s Conference
in Lubbock

“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.”

Page 5

LUBBOCK
MASONIC LODGE
#1392
MASONIC DIST 93-A

Brotherly Love, Relief & Truth

This Month’s Sickness & Distress
4539 Brownfield Dr
Lubbock, TX
79410-1721
Meetings:
Second Friday of each
month, 7:30 p.m.
Meal: 6:30pm
Floor School:
Every Tuesday @ 7p.m.

lubbockmasoniclodge.org

Family of Bro. Bob Clark who passed April 15, 2013
Family of Bro. Walter Dan Butler who passed April
20, 2013

Please take the time to visit our sick and distressed; send them cards or call them on the
phone, and be sure to keep them in your prayers.
If you know of sickness or distress with a brother or his family, please let us know.

This Month’s Brothers & Birthdays
Christopher Lupton 5/1
Thomas Jackson 5/9
James Urban 5/16
Leonard Buller 5/23

Billy Harris 5/25
Kenneth Olson 5/30

The Quarry:
Our Esoteric Work
By Bro. Joe Sanders
More Light
Don't expect perfection in a
man because he is a Freemason. If you do, you will be
disappointed. Masonry
makes a man better, but no
human agency can make
him perfect.
If he is a Mason, you have a
right to presume he is a
good man, but do not condemn Masonry even if a few
Masons turn out bad. Even
the Great Teacher Himself
had a Judas.

sonry is to receive none but
good men, keep them good
and make them better. Judge
the institution not by a few
failures, but by the average of
its successes.
That average is high and it
consequently gives standing
to its members, but it cannot
be an infallible guide.

I want to encourage you to
continue with our work toward certificates this year.
As a reminder:
 Class "C" Certificate:
Opening & Closing MM,
FC, & EA Lodges, & MM
Lodge of Sorrow (all
parts); Tiler's Oath,
Questions & Answers in
all 3-Degrees;
 Class "B" Certificate
(Class C requirements
plus all parts of the EA,
FC, & MM Degree conferrals);
 Class "A" Certificate
(Class C & B requirements plus the Lectures
of all 3 Degrees)

Author Unknown

The aim and purpose of Ma-

The things a man has to have are hope and confidence in himself against odds, and sometimes he needs somebody, his
pal or his mother or his wife or God, to give him that confidence. He's got to have some inner standards worth fighting
for or there won't be any way to bring him into conflict. And he must be ready to choose death before dishonor without
making too much song and dance about it. That's all there is to it.”

E-Mail: lubbock-lodge1392@sbcglobal.net

