Lubbock’s Light
The Newsletter of Lubbock
Masonic Lodge #1392
March 1, 2013

Volume 2 Issue 3

This Month’s
Feature Story

Where was Marquis de La Fayette made a Mason?

Where was Marquis
de La Fayette made
a Mason?

Inside this issue:
From the East

2

From the West

2

From the South

2

In 1777, a 19-year-old
French aristocrat, MarieJoseph Paul Roch Yves Gilbert du Motier, Marquis de
Lafayette, accepted a commission as a major-general
in the Continental Army.
He was recruited to serve
in the Continental Army in
France by Silas Deane, and
an agreement was struck
with French military expert, Baron Johann DeKalb,
and his protege, the Marquis de Lafayette, to offer
their military knowledge
and experience to the
American cause. Of course,
as it turns out, the young
Lafayette had no military
experience, but was more
than willing to learn.

But King Louis XVI feared
angering Britain by sending
aid to America and prohibited Lafayette's departure.
The British ambassador to
the French court at Versailles demanded the seizure of Lafayette's ship,
which resulted in Lafayette's arrest. Lafayette
managed to escape, set sail
and elude two British ships
dispatched to recapture
him. Following his safe arrival in South Carolina, Lafayette traveled to Philadelphia, expecting to be made
General George Washington's second-in-command.
Congress was reluctant to
promote him over more
experienced colonial officers because of his age and
inexperience, but the young

Frenchman's willingness to
volunteer his services without pay won their respect
and Lafayette was commissioned as a major-general.
Lafayette served at Brandywine in 1777, as well as
Barren Hill, Monmouth and
Rhode Island in 1778. Following the formal treaty of
alliance with Lafayette's
native France in February
1778 and Britain's subsequent declaration of war,
Lafayette asked to return to
Paris and consult the king
as to his future service. He
earned the respect and
friendship of General
George Washington, and
that friendship endured for
the rest of Washington's life
--in fact, Lafayette named
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Programs & Announcements
We are going to start making
plans for the Past Masters
Dinner. If you have ideas and
would like to volunteer for
that, let us know.
This month we have our second restaurant fund raiser.
You will receive an email with
a coupon with all of the details
that allows the lodge to receive a portion of your check

for dining there. Be sure and
forward this to all of your
friends and email contacts.
The more that show up with
the coupon, the more we
make. Our restaurant this
month is Chili’s!

one soon.
Finally, if you have an idea for
or would like to present a program for April’s stated meeting, let us know.

The fish fry was a great success. Those boys Bob Lindley
and Alan Jolly sure like to
cook! Expect to see another

And God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. Genesis 1:3
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From the East— THE QUESTION
Worshipful Master Elmer “Coke” Etgen
I had been working in my
yard trimming my trees and
taking out dead branches. It
being such a fine day and my
chore was nearly done I
thought that it was time for a
break and admire my handy
work. As I sat there in the old
lawn chair with a glass of tea
in hand I was studding the old
elm tree in the back yard. It
was trying to bud out and
green up in this crazy weather we have been having. That
is when the QUESTION

popped into my head. Is Masonry a living thing?

ness, I believe that it is a living thing.

I believe that all living things
struggle with the times at
hand. Take my elm tree. It is
trying to get a jump on spring
and leaf out. Some of the animals are shedding their winter coats. We in Masonry are
trying to find ways to grow
our lodges and improve our
place in the community that
we live in. Since Masonry lives
in our mind and conscious-

We must hold to our traditions, rituals and hold fast to
our oath while trying to fit
today’s needs into our lives
and Masonry.

Penny for Your Thoughts: A Message From the West
“The grand object of
Masonry is to
promote the
happiness of the
human race”

Senior Warden James Urban
This month I ask for your
earnest opinions about something that will be upon our
doorstep before you know it,
the annual hilltop. Consideration is being made to reignite
hilltop and whether the tradition is able to continue. There
are challenges and opportunities for this occasion, which
will require input and consideration from masons not just
in our lodge, but of the many

lodges on the South Plains.
These questions include
should hilltop be held this
year? If so, what date and
time? Then follows the question of where and who? Then
finally will be how to go about
bringing these items together
at once. So whether or not
you attend Lubbock Lodge on
a regular basis, I want to hear
from you so that I can take
this information to a hilltop

meeting. Likewise, if you want
to be included on these meetings or want to help out,
please shoot me an email or
let me know. I want to assist
in bringing back the flame we
have created with our hilltop
degree.

From the South—Dealing with Others' Faults
Junior Warden Glen Fant
by Confucius
Put yourself in his place before you start. Consider your
own imperfections. Handle it
with care. Be not a hindrance
but a help. Do it not for vengeance, but for virtue. Hasten to
heal, don't rush to retort. Be
firm but fair, pointed but patient, censorious but considerate. Be gentle. Be kind. And
if your message should be
rejected, at least your man-

ners will have to be admired.
And the assurance that you
have done right, in the right
way, will give you a softer
pillow for sweeter sleep.
"Deal with the faults of others
as gently as with your own."
Remember that around this
alter you promised to remind
your brother, in a most tender
manner, his errors, and aid in
his reformation. Vindicate his
character when wrongfully
traduced.

Thomas Edison’s famous
comment is relevant here:
“Creative thinking is 1% inspiration and 99% perspiration.” Creative people are
persistent. They continue to
try ideas many times, failing
again and again. They don’t
give up easily, knowing that
one fresh, creative idea will
reward them greatly for all
the time and energy they
spent generating the idea.

“Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more difficult still, to leave unsaid the
wrong thing at the tempting moment.”
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From the Secretary Jerry Hendrick
Taking Care of Business
The Masonic Grand Lodge
Library has been involved
in considerable research
for Lodges and Brethren,
many of whom are working toward a history paper
for an anniversary celebration or a submission to the
Texas Lodge of Research.
The Library continues to
be in need of the older Proceedings for the scanning

project. We also need copies of the older Rosters
that were printed in the
1940’s to the 1970’s. Much
progress has been made
and there are now onehundred fifty-five Proceedings and Rosters scanned
with a preliminary optical
recognition having been
done on this information.
A more thorough proofing
is yet to be done, but the

files do have some search
capability.
The Library and Museum
is opened for research and
tours between 8:30AM to
4:00PM weekdays except
on major holidays. Call
(254)753-7395

From the Senior Deacon Kevin Rush
Visiting Brothers & Prospects
Last month we had the
following guests attend
our stated meeting: DDGM
93A Roland Martin for his
official visit, DDGM 93B
Gary Armstrong; Bob
Clemmons 33° PM;
Dwayne McInroe, PM, Yellowhouse; Gary Smith, PM,
Palo Duro; Van Baker, PM,
Wolfforth; Charles Leath-

erwood, PM, Crosbyton;
Joe Martinez, PM, American-Canadian; Richard
Francis, Wolfforth; Rolan
Pirtle, Yellowhouse; John
Berry, Crosbyton; and
Ryan Malwitz, Composite
Lodge, Roseville, MI.

next masonic year. Do you
want to be an officer? Let
the current wardens
know of your desires.

Let us endeavor so to
live that when we come
to die even the
undertaker will be
sorry.

Keep thinking about what
you want to do you want
to do as a leader in the

From the Senior Steward Alan Jolly
Food, Flowers & Frolic
Hello to all!
Well if you missed the
fish fry you really missed
out. Bob’s secret family
recipe for the batter was
outstanding. Everyone in
attendance seemed
pleased and ate their fill
of catfish and fries. I’d bet
that we will be doing an-

other fish fry in the future
because it was definitely
a success..
This month will be good
grub as always. Please
come and join us as it is
always enjoyable at the
lodge.
As always, this poor
steward needs your help .

“Take everything you like seriously, except yourselves.”

. . Please contribute to
the cause and put a few
dollars in the jar. We look
forward to seeing everyone.

Upcoming Menu for
March:
Chili dogs
&
Chili-Frito pie
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his son after General Washington.
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ing the winter of 1777-78
when Washington’s army was
wintering over at Valley Forge.
It is believed that General

George Washington himself
may have acted as Master of
the Lodge during Lafayette’s
initiation ceremony.

On the topic of Freemasonry,
it has been disputed for two
centuries where Lafayette
became a Mason. There are
no definitive records showing exactly when and where
Lafayette was initiated. Lafayette was a hero of both the
American Revolutionary War
and later two French revolutions. Freemasons from both
countries are anxious to
claim him as their own.
French Masonic scholars believe he was made a Mason in
France prior to coming to
American and enlisting in the
Continental army. However,
the most widely accepted and
best supported belief is that
Lafayette was made a Mason
after coming to America,
most likely after meeting
George Washington. This
version is supported by Lafayette’s own writings. American Masonic scholars place
the time of the initiation dur-

Dr. George W. Chaytor was a
noted Masonic scholar and
past master. Addressing the
Lafayette Lodge No. 14 in Wilmington, Delaware, on January 18, 1875, on the occasion
of the lodge’s fiftieth anniversary of its constitution, he
made the following statement
on the subject of Lafayette’s
admission into the Masonic
order:
He [Lafayette] was not a Mason when he landed in America, nor was he a Mason at the
Battle of Brandywine. The Army under Washington, in December, 1777, retired to Valley Forge, where they wintered. Connected with the Army was a Lodge. It was at Valley Forge that he was made a
Mason. On this point there
should be no second opinion—for surely Lafayette
knew best where he was made
a Mason.
Lafayette’s own remarks do

“Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip.”

support the fact he was made
a Mason in America, after
having met General George
Washington. Lafayette said,
“After I was made a Mason,
General Washington seemed
to have received a new
light—I never had, from that
moment, any cause to doubt
his entire confidence. It was
not long before I had a separate command of great importance.”

Masonic apron presented to George
Washington at Mount Vernon by the
Marquis de Lafayette in 1784

Reprinted with permission
from MasonsofTexas.com
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Lubbock 1392 in Action

YOU SHOULD HAVE
BEEN THERE!
Lubbock Lodge receiving District Deputy Grand Master Roland Martin

We had our first restaurant fund raiser last month at On the Border followed up with our Fish Fry
at the lodge - In the midst of all the excitement, nobody remembered to take pictures but, you get
the idea . . . . We did get a picture of desert though! This month we are going to Chili’s!

“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.”
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Brotherly Love, Relief & Truth

This Month’s Sickness & Distress
4539 Brownfield Dr
Lubbock, TX
79410-1721
Meetings:
Second Friday of each
month, 7:30 p.m.
Meal: 6:30pm
Floor School:
Every Tuesday @ 7p.m.

lubbockmasoniclodge.org

Bob Clark

Please take the time to visit our sick and distressed; send them cards or call them on the
phone, and be sure to keep them in your prayers.
If you know of sickness or distress with a brother or his family, please let us know.

This Month’s Brothers & Birthdays
Clifford Hopping 3/2
Robert Werner 3/2
Richard Maddox 3/5
Brandon Gould 3/11

The Quarry:
Our Esoteric Work
By Bro. Joe Sanders
Knowledge
Knowledge is no good, unless it is shared! That which
a man knows dies with him;
therefore, share what you
know!
In the realm of Masonry
there is more to be learned
than most minds can comprehend. If that be the case,
where does one start?
If the reader is a pessimist,
he may think, "Why start?"
He must remember that he
had to learn the trial lectures for the degrees. Surely

James Parker
3/12
Finus Branham 3/21

every Mason has heard of
Additional Lodge Light and
L.I.F.E. Training Program.
One may even be tempted to
work toward certification in
the esoteric work. Do not the
above areas sound like
tempting and challenging
mental exercises? Knowledge
is acquired in all this. One
could revel in his accomplishments if he were to master these areas. But wait!
Let’s present another challenge built upon the esoteric
work. Attain the knowledge
to be able to participate in
the degree work at every
position. Does that not
sound exciting?

have no place in my schedule for that.”
Well! Let us pose a question. If the Building Superintendent would have had
an attitude like that, would
King Solomon's Temple
been completed? Was his
knowledge shared with others so that it could be used
after his death?
Remember, "That which a
man knows dies with him."
Let our minds be fertile
ground for our District Instructors!
Let us get excited in learning. Let us get excited about
floor class.

“All of that is for someone
else.” “ I don't have time.” “ I

The things a man has to have are hope and confidence in himself against odds, and sometimes he needs somebody, his
pal or his mother or his wife or God, to give him that confidence. He's got to have some inner standards worth fighting
for or there won't be any way to bring him into conflict. And he must be ready to choose death before dishonor without
making too much song and dance about it. That's all there is to it.”

E-Mail: lubbock-lodge1392@sbcglobal.net

