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The Mason’s Wife
A Freemason's Christmas Wish
Ephesians 5:25 — Husbands, love your wives,
even as Christ also loved
the church, and gave himself for it;
Brothers, tis the season
to remember our wives.

In Lodge, your name is
seldom heard;
You serve our cause
though out of sight,
While sitting home alone
tonight.

The Mason’s Wife

Inside this issue:
From the East

2

From the West

2

From the South

2

From the Secre- 3
tary
From the
Senior Deacon

3

From the
Senior Steward

3

Lubbock Lodge
1392 in Action

5

The Quarry: Our 8
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Work

From active Masons, resolute,
Our wives and families
we salute;
We surely know the
price you pay,
Who sit alone while
we're away.
No high degrees on you
conferred,

Masonic papers list our
names,
Awards are given, fit to
frame;
But yours is absent...you
who strive,
To keep our fortitude

alive.
You're part of every
helpful deed,
On your encouragement
we feed;
Without your blessings,
how could we,
Continue acts of charity?

And so, this poem, we
dedicate,
Continued on page 4

Programs & Announcements
We will be conferring a
Master Masons degree on
December 4. All Master
Masons are invited to attend.
Joe Martinez will receive
his 25 year pin at the next
stated meeting on December 14.

If you have not logged on to
the new website you are
missing quite an experience.
Be sure and register for
the newsletter and special notices in the bottom right hand corner.

If you missed last month’s
meeting, you missed nearly
60 people who came out, a
great dinner and THREE,
count ‘em THREE great
programs! See pics on page
5.

lubbockmasoniclodge.org

And God said, "Let there be light"; and there was light. Genesis 1:3
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From the East
Worshipful Master Elmer “Coke” Etgen
Why so secret?
Many have asked this question. Not only the ones who
are thinking about Freemasonry but also family members, friends and complete
strangers ask this question.
The second paragraph would
be an excellent answer for
them without giving up any of
the Freemason’s secrets.
Freemasonry does have secrets, but our secrecy is one of
the most misunderstood aspects of the fraternity. Freemasonry teaches philosophy
through symbolism, and se-

crecy is actually a symbol of
honor.
Originally the medieval stonemason guild kept the practices and knowledge of their
skilled trade closely guarded
secrets, to protect their livelihood, and to ensure only
qualified men were employed.
Likewise, passwords and secret signs were developed so
members could recognize
each other, even if they never
met.
These traditions have been
kept by the modern Freemasons. If a person can’t be

trusted to keep a secret like a
password or a handshake, his
word isn’t likely trustworthy
or an honorable person.
There are other secrets, besides recognition. Some have
to do with the specifics of our
rituals and ceremonies.. Others are more personal and
different for each Freemason.
Like all initiatic experiences
in the world, the real secrets
of Freemasonry are the effects its teachings have on the
individual, and how he applies them to his life.

From the West
“The grand object of
Masonry is to
promote the
happiness of the
human race”

Senior Warden James Urban
The foundation of our fraternity consists of the ties that
bind. This may mean something different to each of us,
whether that be fellowship,
friendship, or other fraternal
camaraderie. This could make
something as simple as breaking bread and discussing any
topic of the day or nothing at
all or something more, such
as aiding a brother when he
needs the support of a friend.

It all comes down to our fraternity and working together
to build those ties that bind as
we build our organization.
This fraternity is based on the
most fundamental foundation
of the brother of man, under
the fatherhood of God. So
don't forget about your brothers and work with them to
build those values that make
our fraternity great, whether
it be the simple conversations

or significant assistance to
them. Because when you
build the fraternity, you build
your own building one stone
at a time.

From the South
Junior Warden Glen Fant
In the days when an ice cream
sundae cost much less, a
10 year old boy entered a
hotel coffee shop and sat at
a table. A waitress put a glass
of water in front of him.
"How much is an ice cream
sundae?" he asked.
"Fifty cents," replied the waitress.
The little boy pulled his hand
out of his pocket and studied
the coins in it.
"Well, how much is a plain
dish of ice cream?" he in-

quired.
By now more people were
waiting for a table and the
waitress was growing impatient.
"Thirty-five cents," she
brusquely replied."
The little boy again counted
his coins.
"I'll have the plain ice cream,"
he said.
The waitress brought the ice
cream, put the bill on the table and walked away.
The boy finished the ice

cream, paid the cashier and
left.
When the waitress came back,
she began to cry as she wiped
down the table. There, placed
neatly beside the empty dish,
were two nickels and five
pennies You see, he couldn't have the
sundae, because he had to
have enough left to leave her
a tip.
Exam your masonic priorities,
and remember the lesson in
the Northeast Corner.

“Remember not only to say the right thing in the right place, but far more difficult still, to leave unsaid the
wrong thing at the tempting moment.”
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From the Secretary Jerry Hendrick
Taking Care of Business
Simply put this month—
Merry Christmas and don’t
forget your dues!

If you need to work out a payment plan with all of the holiday spending going on, let me
know and we can work something out. If you have extra
money burning a hole in your
pocket, let us have it. I’m sure
we can put out the fire . . .

From the Senior Deacon Kevin Rush
Visiting Brothers & Prospects
WOW! Last month we had
quite a meeting! Over 60 people there! Visiting brothers
included: 93B DDGM Randall
Choate; Bob Clemmons, 33°,
Yellowhouse 841; Joe Williamson, WM, Troy Moore,
PM, Slaton 1094; Tom Noble,
PM, Lubbock Lodge, member
South Plains Daylight Lodge
#1443; Ronnie Kinney, PM
Wolfforth-Frenship #1447;
Roy Carmen, Tony Raney,

Mackenzie #1327, and a
whole lot of family and
friends.
Our entertainment was Cowboy Poetry provided by Paul
Geeslin and the winner of this
year’s Community Builders’
Award was Linda Stringer of
the Scottish Rite Learning
Center.

ring a Master Mason’s degree
on Tuesday, December 4,
2012 at 7:00PM. ALL Master
Masons are invited to attend
and participate. Let’s give
our candidate a great start to
the holidays!

Let us endeavor so to
live that when we come
to die even the
undertaker will be
sorry.

Don’t forget, we are confer-

From the Senior Steward Alan Jolly
Food, Flowers & Frolic
Well if you missed the
Thanksgiving meal you
missed a real treat. Everything that everyone brought
was wonderful and the lodge
was literally packed. I must
extend special thanks to the
Eastern Stars for all the desserts – we literally had to
sequester half of one of the
tables for the dessert spread.
The menu for the December

stated meeting meal is still
undecided at this point but as
always I can assure you that
you won’t go home hungry.
One of the best parts of the
meal is the time we have to
visit with one another. I realize that we all have very busy
schedules however please try
to make time to attend the
stated meeting so that we can
all have a little time to visit

“Take everything you like seriously, except yourselves.”

with each other.
We look forward to seeing
everyone.

Upcoming Menu for
December:
Its gonna be a surprise!!
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The Mason’s Wife
A Freemason's Christmas Wish
To every Master Mason's
mate;
And offer our undying
love,
Rewards await in Heaven
above.
Author Unknown
Reprinted with permission
from
MasonsofTexas.com

con’t from Page 1

that distinguishing sign of a
Freemason's heart those acts of Charity. How
great they are.
As your family gathers
'round your Christmas
tree,
and the children play with
giggles of glee,
spare a thought for the
poor, the man with no
shoes,
whose daily meal is less
than your dues.

A Freemason's
Christmas Wish
By Brother
Andrew Bradley
It is the time of year when
the Brethren rejoice,
and sing carols of praise in
resounding voice.
Days of merriment and
long nights of cheer,
as we all await the "Happy
New Year!".
It is a time of family and
life long friends,
a time of happiness and to
make amends.
Roast turkey and baubles
and the Nutcracker Suite,
we each have our own way
to make Christmas complete.
As we stroll through this
happy month of December
find time to pause and
take time to remember

Remember also the Grand
Lodge above,
and the Supreme Great Architect's act of love.
And practice those virtues
we hold so true.
Have some fun! But let
Temperance chasten you.
And during this season of
peace and joy
look well to our future - the
girl and boy.
Then wonder what lessons
you may them teach,
and with your guidance
what heights they may
reach.
So, to all of my Brethren
from far and wide,
whether your Christmas be

“Live in such a way that you would not be ashamed to sell your parrot to the town gossip.”

snow, or hot and dry,
may the Architect grant
his celestial boon and
keep your good health 'til
we meet again soon.
Take care of yourself and
those you find dear.
Keep this festive spirit
throughout the next year.
Look toward your next
date with our happy band.
'Til our next merry meeting. Apron, heart, and
hand.
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Lubbock 1392 in Action

Linda Stringer, Director of the Scottish Rite
Learning Center receiving the 2012 Community
Builders Award for her work with dyslexic children

Brother Finus Branham with his family and District 93B DDGM Randall Choate
after receiving his 50 year pin. CONGRATULATIONS BROTHER!

“To educate a man in mind and not in morals is to educate a menace to society.”
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Are you familiar with the Masonic blue slipper?
By Clyde H. Magee, 32°
Are you familiar with the
Masonic blue slipper? It is
a small lapel pin in the
shape of a blue slipper.
Over the years it has been
my habit to ask my wife
and my daughters to wear
one of these slippers on a
coat or dress when traveling alone away from
home. What is the meaning of this blue slipper
and why should female
relatives of Masons wear
one?
Some 50 or 60 years ago,
while I was still living at
home, a widowed lady
who was a cousin of my
Dad's came to visit our
home. She vacationed
with us for several weeks
every summer. She always wore this type of pin
-The Blue Slipper. Her
doctor husband was a Mason. The pin that she wore
made a lasting impression
on me. Through my curiosity and questioning, she
told me it was a Masonic
pin and served to identify
her as a Masonic widow.
She declared that Masonic
men gave her extra attention while traveling, especially on the railroad
(conductors, etc.).
To find out the meaning of
this pin, let us go back in
history to Boaz' time-the
Book of Ruth. It will be

remembered that
Elimelech, his wife, Naomi,
and their two sons, Mahlon
and Chilon, fled to the land
of Moab to escape the famine in their homeland of
Bethlehem-judah. Things
went well for a while. Then
life fell apart for them.
Elimelech died. The two
sons married Moabite girlsOrpha and Ruth. Again
tragedy struck. Mahlon and
Chilon died. This left Naomi
a widow in a foreign land
with two widowed daughters-in-law from the land of
Moab.

toms governed her thinking
at this time. Of first consideration was the fact that
Naomi was too old to bear a
son for her daughters-inlaw to marry. Even if she
could, the daughters-in-law
would not wait for the son
to grow up. So the girls
should remain among their
own people. The girls resisted and started to go
with Naomi. Orpha was finally convinced she should
stay in Moab. But Ruth remained steadfast and went
with Naomi to her homeland.

The Masonic Blue Slipper

In time of trouble, people
think of home and more
importantly of God. Naomi
found out that the famine
back home had subsided,
and there was gran and
food again. So she confided
with Orpha and Ruth that
she would journey back
home and be among her
kinsmen.
Certain laws, rules, or cus-

“If you have knowledge, let others light their candles with it .”

Naomi and Ruth arrived
back in Bethlehem-judah at
harvest time. The Scripture
passage on which this is
based is well-known. "And
Ruth said, Intreat me not to
leave thee, or to return
from following after thee:
for whither thou goest, I
will go; and where thou
lodgest, I will lodge: thy
people shall be my people,
and thy God my God: Where
thou diest, will I die, and

there will I be buried: the
Lord do so to me, and
more also, if ought but
death part thee and me."
This passage of Scripture
is unsurpassed as a declaration of love and devotion of one person for another. It has been said
that it would made a good
marriage vow. But, to me
it is a different type of
devotion.
Naomi also had to take
into consideration another law. When Elimelech
died, his next of kin was
duty bound to redeem his
possessions and take care
of his widow and her family. Since Naomi was getting old, Ruth tried to
earn a livelihood. While
gleaning in the fields, she
was seen by Boaz. And
when he found out about
her (that she was Naomi's
daughter-in-law, etc.), he
arranged special treatment for her. She could
work with his girls in the
field, and the young men
were warned not to bother her. Since Boaz was not
married and was kin to
Naomi, Naomi decided
that she should somehow
make Boaz understand
his duty to Elimelech's
family. So Naomi advised
Ruth to bathe and anoint
herself and go to the
threshing floor after dark
and lay at the feet of Boaz.
Boaz awoke at midnight
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Are you familiar with the Masonic blue slipper?
and discovered her there.
So as not to create a scandal, he gave her some barley and asked her to leave
before dawn so that
watching eyes would not
recognize her.

A variation on the slipper

Business among the tribe
of Bethlehem-Judah took
place at the gate of the
city. So Boaz sat down at
the gate the next day because he knew there was
a kinsman more closely
related to Elimelech than
he. So when the kinsman
came by, Boaz called him
aside and asked 10 men
of the elders of the city to
sit with them. Boaz bargained with his kinsman.
The kinsman said he
would redeem Elimelech's property. But, when
he found out that he
would have to take care
of Naomi and Ruth, he
reneged and told Boaz he
would not redeem or protect Elimelech's interest.

He would leave it to Boaz.
The passage from Scripture for these events is the
following: "And the kinsman said, I cannot redeem
it for myself, lest I mar
mine own inheritance:
redeem thou my right to
thyself; for I cannot redeem it., Now this was the
manner in former time in
Israel concerning redeeming and concerning changing, for to confirm all
things; a man plucked off
his shoe, and gave it to his
neighbor: and this was a
testimony in Israel."
So the kinsman drew off
his shoe and gave it to Boaz. Boaz held it up for all
in the gate to see. He
asked them to be witnesses that he became Naomi's
protector, Ruth's husband,
and a redeemer of
Elimelech's property.
Thus, today we have the
little blue slipper as an
emblem of the protective
influence of Masons for
their wives, widows, and
daughters.
(This article first appeared in the July 1986
issue of the Scottish Rite
Journal.)
The Masonic Blue Slipper
pin, item 542DCSPIN;
sticker available for your
wife's car item 542DCSD
and a pendant, item
542DCSC are all available
from the Grand Lodge of

Texas Merchandise Store.
Call 254-753-7395
Vintage versions of the Blue
Slipper Pin can be found on
eBay as well.
There are also pins of
recognition available for
Masonic Widows,

The broken column memorializes the end of our
earthly life. Surrounding
the broken column are acacia leaves, symbolic of our
eternal life. In Freemasonry, the broken column is, as
Master Freemasons well
know, the emblem of the fall
of one of the chief supporters of the Craft.
The use of the column or
pillars as a monument
erected over a tomb was a
very ancient custom, and
was a very significant symbol of the character and
spirit of the person interred.
The Masonic Widow's Pin
was created with the hope
that it would be worn by

“Think for yourselves and let others enjoy the privilege to do so, too.”

the widow of a Master
Mason on all appropriate
occasions, especially
when traveling, so that
she may be recognized,
greeted, and assisted
when necessary, by Masonic friends throughout
the world.
It is an emblem of honor
and should be worn separately, and not in conjunction with other jewelry.

It is hoped that whoever
wears this emblem finds
that she is not alone. We
are there and we care.
The version above is
available through the
Grand Lodge of Texas
Merchandise Store. Call
254-753-7395

LUBBOCK
MASONIC LODGE
#1392
MASONIC DIST 93-A
Phone: (806) 795-5414
4539 Brownfield Dr
Lubbock, TX
79410-1721
Meetings:
Second Friday of each
month, 7:30 p.m.
Meal: 6:30pm
Floor School:
Every Tuesday @ 7p.m.

lubbockmasoniclodge.org

Brotherly Love, Relief & Truth

This Month’s Sickness & Distress
Michael Bruns
Bob Clark
On November 14, 2012, Shannon Keltz passed away.
Bro. Shannon was a member of Yellowhouse Masonic Lodge and very active in the York Rite. He was
93.
Please take the time to visit our sick and distressed; send them cards or call them on the
phone, and be sure to keep them in your prayers.

This Month’s Brothers & Birthdays
Alvie Ivey 12/6
Bob Clark 12/7
Alton Utsey 12/18
Clyde Hildebrand 12/20
Christopher Yeoman 12/20
Randy Henson 12/26
Norris Rumsey 12/31

The Quarry:
Our Esoteric Work
By Bro. Joe Sanders
Reminder: Floor
Practice every Tuesday starting promptly at 7:00PM
The challenges to learn esoteric
work are as varied as the Mason. This statement leads one
to the myriad reasons, excuses,
for not learning any more esoteric work than is necessary to
receive the three degrees of the
Blue lodge.
If one were to take a survey

not put anything--time and study-into it.
If a newly raised Mason has any aspirations to learn more about the organization, one must invest some
time and enthusiasm toward reaching
some goals. If he has a desire
to go through the chairs, he must
develop an enthusiastic attitude.

pertaining to why Masons do
not learn more of the esoteric
work than that required to pass
the examinations for the three
degrees one would probably
hear the statement,"I do not
have enough time."

The requirements for sitting in the
east are very emphatic. Therefore
pressure on the individual to learn
most or all of the esoteric work is
inescapable. The loophole of the past
that the lodge members may declare
one qualified to sit in the East is not
as tenable as in past years.

This could lead to the query: What do you expect to get Perhaps the Grand Communication of
2012 will give Masons more guidance
out of Masonry? One will get
little out of Masonry if one does in this area.

The things a man has to have are hope and confidence in himself against odds, and sometimes he needs somebody, his
pal or his mother or his wife or God, to give him that confidence. He's got to have some inner standards worth fighting
for or there won't be any way to bring him into conflict. And he must be ready to choose death before dishonor without
making too much song and dance about it. That's all there is to it.”

E-Mail: lubbock-lodge1392@sbcglobal.net

